
 

 
June 24, 2009  
 
 
Hon. Chuck Strahl, P.C., M.P.  
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and  
Federal interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians  
10 Wellington St. 
Gatineau, Quebec   
K1A 0H4  
 
 
 
Dear Minister:  
Earlier this month, the Canadian Chamber’s Board of Directors endorsed two 
policy resolutions referred to it for consideration by the accredited delegates to 
our 79th Annual General Meeting. These resolutions, which fall within your 
portfolio, are in addition to those I forwarded to you earlier this year in the 
attached letter and now are part of our policy mandate.  
 
Improving First Nations’ Access to Resources for Economic Development: 
Improved land tenure certainty would enhance the business climate for First 
Nations and their economic development potential. Land tenure certainty is the 
bedrock of the investment and financial markets. Its absence has deterred 
investment and greatly lowered land values on First Nation lands.  

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce encourages the federal government to 
develop systems and legislation to improve land tenure certainty and 
registration on First Nation lands, ensuring they are available in an optional 
framework for interested First Nations.  
 
Aboriginal Treaty Negotiations: The most serious issue for the business 
community associated with treaty negotiations is that third party compensation 
not be compromised in the quest to achieve final treaty settlements.  
The Canadian Chamber of Commerce recommends that the federal government 
work with the provinces and territories to develop a compensation policy to 
ensure that third parties holding specific rights on lands are provided with fair 
and timely compensation if their rights are directly affected by treaty settlements 
or pre-treaty settlements. 
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The full text of these resolutions is attached.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

 
Perrin Beatty  
President and Chief Executive Officer  
 
cc:  John Duncan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs  

and Northern Development  
 
Michael Wernick, Deputy Minister, Indian and Northern Affairs  
 
Attachments  

 

 








