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Dear Mi/Beatty:

Thank you for your letter of December 11, 2008, regarding the WTQO Doha
Development Agenda. I appreciate the views of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce on these negotiations.

The Government shares your support for an ambitious outcome to the
Doha Round negotiations. Canada remains staunchly committed to working with
its WTO partners to continue to build a strong multilateral trading system that
benefits Canadians. While we are disappointed that it was not possible to
conclude modalities for a final deal last year, Canada accepts the decision of
Director-General Pascal Lamy that calling a meeting of ministers this past
December may have presented unacceptable risks.

Canada supports the agenda for continued action in 2009 as set out by
Director-General Lamy on December 17, 2008. Mr. Lamy has set out clear next
steps for the Doha Round negotiations, as well as actions for the WTO on other
important global trade-related issues. There appears to be broad consensus among
WTO members to continue the work to ensure that what has been accomplished is
not lost, and to further strengthen the multilateral trading system. Canada
particularly welcomes the use of the WTO as a mechanism to monitor and address
members’ new trade measures that may contravene the standstill commitments set
out in the November 2008 G20 and APEC leaders’ declarations. It is indeed vital
in this period of economic uncertainty that every effort be taken to keep markets
open, and the WTO is well placed to contribute to this objective.
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I can assure you that we will continue to consult with stakeholders in the
development of our international trade policy. I want to thank you and your
organization for your ongoing input and strong support for an ambitious outcome
to these negotiations.

Sincerely,
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Hon. Stockwell Day
Minister of International Trade and
Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway

c.c.: The Honourable Gerry Ritz. P.C., M.P. F K )LMJCU ‘W-o:P-Q ﬂ'ﬂ"(
e ot Dl

\.

/

-



